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A narrow gravel path and a rather adventurous drive 
lead up to the modest home of 28 young girls right in 
the heart of Bengaluru, India’s third-largest city with 
more than 11 million inhabitants. Some of them are 
orphans, others are children from the poorest fam-
ilies, but they were all fortunate to find a new home 
– and hope for the future – with the Prasanna Trust. 
Thanks to the support from Primavera and Bosch 
India over many years, the children here are provid-
ed with food, clothing, and not to mention education, 
which will enable them to lead a life off the street

when they are grown up. While on a business trip to 
the local Bosch facilities, Primavera patron Christoph 
Kübel used the opportunity to visit the Prasanna 
Trust. The children and staff were proud to show him 
around the small kitchen and two modest rooms, which 
double as dormitories at night. The only ‘luxury’ they 
have there is a Bosch refrigerator that has been  
donated. For us in Europe it is hard to imagine living 
like that. “But the girls there feel so privileged,” 
Christoph Kübel says on his return to Germany.

A self-determined life is the goal
Christoph Kübel visits Prasanna Trust home for homeless girls in India
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The girls are between 3 and 18 years old and live  
at the institution until they graduate from school Dona-
tions from Germany and Bosch India are used primarily 
to pay for school fees, books, or school uniforms. The 
staff also attach great importance to teaching the chil-
dren values and discipline and offering them opportuni-
ties to take part in sports, music, and dance activities.

India would be inconceivable without dancing. And 
here, too, the guests from Bosch are welcomed with 
Indian rituals and dances. 

“I am sure with the education and loving care they 
receive here, all children will find their own way to a 
self-determined future,” says an enthusiastic Chris-
toph Kübel. A young woman who was also there to 
welcome the Primavera visitor confirms this. She 
spent several years living at the trust herself and was 
able to obtain the school qualifications needed to 
take up university studies. Today, she is an engineer 
at Bosch and a loyal supporter of the institution.
 

“The children’s laughter and the light in their eyes never 
fail to motivate me to dedicate my time and energy to 
Primavera,” Christopf Kübel affirms.

Local Bosch associates are extremely committed. 
Each month they visit the project, and current plans of 
the head of HR Suresh B R include a sponsorship pro-
gram to put the institution’s funding on a broader ba-
sis. This will allow it to make further plans for the fu-
ture: there are plans to construct another building to 
house more children on a new plot of land that was 
gifted to the trust. “Keep it up!” Christoph Kübel says 
in conclusion, “It is a fantastic project that is worth 
every bit of support!”

The girls gather round, curious to meet the guest 
from Germany. Christoph Kübel is visibly happy 
about the opportunity for a lively chat.
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Thank you!

Primavera closed the year 
2018 with donations of 
860 thousand euros, a 
fantastic result. Various 
benefit events, private 
ideas and activities, as 
well as countless individual 
donations all contributed 
to this outcome.
Thank you to all  
supporters!  

To date, we have released 
755,000 euros in funding 
for 47 projects in 2019  
(in 2018, it was around  
730,000 euros by year-end). The Primavera exec-
utive committee usually releases further projects in 
the course of a year. The first applications have been 
received already.

This year, we are supporting two projects in Morocco 
and Egypt for the first time. One aims to help children 
at the Ouled Cheikh school in Morocco (see the  
detailed article in this edition). 

 

 
The other new project seeks to support a good  
cause in Cairo, Egypt. We plan to launch measures 
for dental hygiene and visual aids at the Es Salam 
School in one of the garbage districts of Cairo. Both 
projects are supported by local Bosch associates. 

We are very pleased to be able to support and 
promote further projects on the African continent. 

Disaster relief in Indonesia

Primavera’s statutes allow the association to not 
only support regular projects for children and young 
people in emerging and developing countries over 
several years, but also to provide disaster relief.

We responded to a call for help from the Bosch legal 
entity in Indonesia following the terrible earthquake 
and tsunami disaster in Indonesia last September and 
donated 20 thousand euros to a local aid organization. 

 

With the help of the ACT (Aksi Cepat Tanggap) NGO, 
we made funds available in the most affected regions, 
Palu and Donggala on the island of Sulawesi, for the 
urgently needed assistance and the reconstruction of 
schools. 
Associates from the Bosch entity in Jakarta have 
carefully chosen the charitable purpose and addition-
ally made respective donations themselves. 
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Primavera supports Ouled Cheikh School in  
Casablanca, Morocco

A total of 800 children from the age of six to twelve  
are taught seven days a week at this government-run 
primary school. Some of them travel a long way (up  
to 10 kilometers) along dangerous roads, as almost  
all children live with their parents outside the city of 
Casablanca.

Most families live below the poverty line, so that  
the children have to help to earn a living before or 
after school. Young children and adolescents thus 
experience the hardship of daily subsistence from  
an early age.

The Ouled Cheikh school has only 10 classrooms, 
which means that 80 children per class have to learn 
all together in a confined space.

Sanitary conditions at the school are awful. Water is  
in short supply, and the number of toilets is insufficient 
for students and teachers. 

These conditions are untenable and must be  
remedied as quickly as possible. 

Associates from Bosch Morocco identified the project 
and also intend to actively contribute to it. They will 
also help the children with reading, sports, and 
nutrition. In addition, they will monitor that Primavera 
donations are used for the intended purposes. 

In cooperation with the French NGO EMA (Enfance 
Maghreb Avenir), Primavera is with immediate effect 
supporting the urgently needed conversion and 
renovation work on the sanitary facilities.
All activities were launched in April 2019.

We will report on the progress made in our next 
edition of Primavera News.
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Shila Raj, author of the book “The 
Elephant Chaser’s Daughter”, was 
born in the slums of Thattaguppe 
in South India in July 1993. There, 
she lives with her untouchable 
family in a primitive hut. Her father 
is out of work, has piled up debts, 
and drinks heavily. Her grand-
mother looks after Shila and her 
older sister as best she can, as 
her mother doesn’t take care of 
the girls, often leaving the family 
without warning or letting anybody 
know when she’ll be back.
At the age of four, Shila is sent to 
the Shanti Bhavan boarding school 
in Tamil Nadu, near Bengaluru. 
The founder of the school project,  
Dr. Abraham George, an Indi-
an-American businessman, pur-
sues a vision of offering high-qual-
ity education through to college 
for children from the lowest social 
caste of untouchables in order to 
break the “vicious cycle” of pov-
erty. The project has been receiv-
ing support from Primavera since 

2009. In 2010, we reported in 
Bosch-Zünder on this commitment 
and the first successful college  
exams for the students. 

Like her peers, Shila spends the 
school breaks at home and is  
soon confronted with pressures 
(to marry an uncle), enmity (from 
her own sister and a friend), and 
intrigues within the family and 
among the village elders. In all 
this she finds herself torn between 
despair and her dream of taking 
control of her life. After the  
mysterious death of her sister,  
she decides to leave her past  
behind and help other girls  
who are going through similar 
experiences.

At the age of 16, she begins to 
write the moving story of her life, 
“The Elephant Chaser’s Daugh-
ter.” 

In 2011, she graduates with  
distinction from Shanti Bhavan 
Residential School and receives  
a scholarship.

She goes on to study psychology, 
English, and English literature  
at the Jyoti Nivas College in  
Koramangala, completing the 
course with a Bachelor’s degree. 
At present she is enrolled at  Am-
ity University, Noida, where she is 
working on her doctoral thesis in 
the field of pediatric psychiatry.

After that, she wants to use her 
knowledge and experience to help 
stigmatized young people to lead  
a normal life.    

The Shanti Bhavan Residential 
School paved the way to a better, 
self-determined life for Shila by 
providing her with the best educa-
tion and fostering her self-esteem.

Primavera, along with many other 
organizations, has been support-
ing Shanti Bhavan for many years. 

Shila, a courageous young woman from India
She escapes the scourge of poverty and finds her own way – a success  
story, also for the Primavera project “Shanti Bhavan”
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On site in Mexico
Visit to “Me gusta mi escuela” school projects

During a private trip, Rainer Horn, formerly director of 
the Bosch department for culture, sports, and leisure 
activities, visited two schools in the vicinity of Bosch’s 
plant in San Luis Potosi and one at the Bosch site in 
Aguascalientes that receive support from Primavera 
as part of the “Me gusta mi escuela” (I like my school) 
project. 
See the photo series below.  

San Luis Potosi
Bosch location
Members of the “Me gusta mi escuela” team from  
San Luis Potosi with Mr. and Mrs. Horn.

Centro de Atención Múltiple school 
Children with mental or physical disabilities receive 
support here and learn to build up their skills.

Photo left: A small girl practicing eye-hand  
coordination.
Photo right: A special app on the tablet helps mute 
children communicate with the teacher.

“19 de Septiembre, 1985” primary school
Some 630 students benefit from the Matematiza2 
program supported by Primavera here.

Mathematics skills are important for later career op-
portunities. 

Aguascalientes
CONALEP IV Technical High School
Primavera supports the technical education project  
for environmental protection and renewable energies.

On behalf of Primavera, Rainer Horn presented a 
check for the donations equivalent to around 10,000 
euros.

The visit made a great impression on Rainer Horn 
and his wife, demonstrating that continual support 
from Primavera bears fruit and is put to use  
efficiently together with highly dedicated teaching  
staff on site.
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“Bosch mini” wins children’s hearts and produces fantastic 
fund-raising result for Primavera
Family day at Bosch PT in Leinfelden

Following the official inauguration of the new office 
building for Bosch Power Tools in Leinfelden, all PT 
associates and their families were invited to take a 
look around the building with its modern architecture 
and spatial concept on November 9, 2018. 

Overall, more than 3,800 guests (including former 
active PT associates) came to find out more about 
the new PT work environment. 
A total of 34 indoor and outdoor stations also offered 
various activities for the kids and the whole family.

One major attraction for smaller boys and girls  
was the Bosch mini “kids’ play paradise” in one of  
the Le buildings. 
For years, Bosch has been offering a junior range  
of power tools, workbenches, gardening equipment, 
and kitchen and household appliances, modeled  
on the original in every detail for children to play  
at being mum and dad in their everyday jobs and 
chores. 
And that’s exactly how it was here: the kids’ creativity 
and enthusiasm was endless, and some mums and 
dads had a hard time tearing their children away  
from the fun toys and games when it was time to  
go home. 

But as it was not long before Christmas, many 
parents were able to cheer up their children a little 
with the thought that they wouldn’t have to wait long 
for Santa to arrive. The toys were on sale just next 
door and many parents were happy to take advan-
tage of the opportunity, both for their own children as 
well as for those who receive support from Primavera 
e.V. to help them through poverty and hardship. 
The entire proceeds of 4,741 euros for the day went 
to Primavera – a fantastic fund-raising result. 

Primavera says thank you on behalf of the children 
who receive targeted aid from Primavera – Helping 
Children in Need.

Special thanks also goes to the PT organization and 
their helpers who lent a hand to ensure that all 
customers were served quickly and smoothly.
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The Bosch Big Band at its best in a benefit concert 
for Primavera
November 9, 2019 in Ludwigsburg

The Bosch Big Band is celebrating its 16th anniversa-
ry this year and is putting on a special concert as part 
of its “Bosch Big Band meets Friends” series to mark 
the occasion. 
Highly acclaimed musicians and soloists from the 
international jazz scene are billed to perform, among 
them world-famous trombone player, band leader, 
and teacher Jiggs Whigham (USA), saxophonist 
Andy Rapp, trombone player and composer Eberhard 
Budziat.

And, last but most certainly not least, Josef Herzog, 
renowned band leader and jazz trumpeter, who  
will host the evening. He is the man who made the 
Bosch Big Band an internationally celebrated orches-
tra. A U.S. tour along with many concerts and various 
jazz galas in Germany and abroad ensured the 
popular success of the Bosch Big Band. Local jazz 
stars from the Stuttgart region have also often put  
in special guest appearances.

Under the auspices of Markus Heyn, member of  
the board of management of Robert Bosch GmbH, 
the special benefit concert for Primavera will be  
held on November 9, 2019 at 8 p.m. in Ludwigsburg 
at the venue Reithalle der Karlskaserne.  
Concert visitors can look forward to a wide range  
of groovy swing, cool Latin, and popular funk music.
We will make an announcement when the tickets  
go on sale.

Jiggs Whigham Josef Herzog
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Primavera holds garden party on July 6, 2019 

You are warmly invited to come and join us in the 
pleasant and relaxing gardens of Bosch Haus Heidehof.  
All of us who dedicate so much time and effort to the 
causes of Primavera and “help for children in need” 
look forward to putting our duties aside from time to 
time to get to know, and meet and greet other support-
ers, friends, and anyone interested in becoming a friend 
and supporter. 

And the garden party is an ideal opportunity to do  
just that. The setting is perfect for meeting and talking  
to people, and spending a pleasant time together. 
More than that, the garden party is also an expression 
of our appreciation for everyone helping to support 
children and young people in need. We have already 
achieved much, but we want to do even more  
together. 

Welcome to the 2019 garden party!

 

Entertainment and fun and activities offered for 
children from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Great food and drinks will be served.

Saturday, July 6, 2019,  
Bosch Haus Heidehof

Registration is not necessary. 
Please take this invitation with you to the party. 
Further details will follow in due course.
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Events in 2019
Sat. July 6
Primavera garden party 
Bosch Haus Heidehof

Thurs. October 24
Benefit concert 
with the Bosch String Soloists 
Renningen location 

Sat. November 9
Benefit concert Bosch Big Band 
meets Friends
Reithalle Ludwigsburg  
(Kulturzentrum Karlskaserne)

48th calendar week 
Primavera Lunch Week
Menus from Primavera  
project countries offered  
at over 50 canteens at  
Bosch sites in Germany

Sat. November 30
Big symphony concert
with the Bosch Symphony  
Orchestra 
Reutlingen location 

Wed. December 11 
“Quempas” carol concert
with the Bosch music groups
Stiftskirche Stuttgart

Fri. December 13 
Christmas concert
with the Bosch Jazz Orchestra
 

The consistent and sustainable approach pursued by 
Primavera for the benefit of children in need is quite 
simply compelling. This is reflected by the development 
of membership numbers in recent years.

Perhaps you have friends or acquaintances who might 
also want to join Primavera?
If you do, please send an
e-mail to mueller-fiedler@t-online.de
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