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Still striding into the future despite major changes!

Dear Primavera Friends, 

Following a number of impressive 
achievements in recent years,  
we faced significant changes  
within the executive committee of 
Primavera at the start of this year. 
Our secretary Gabriele Geisbauer 
is standing down from the execu-
tive committee of Primavera after 
a remarkable 24 years of active 
support and 16 years as a commit-
tee member. She brought a lot of 
personal dedication and commit-
ment to dealing with donors and 
members alike, right from the start. 
With her departure, we on the exe-
cutive committee are losing a very 
important go-between. 

Helmut Schwarz joined  
Primavera’s executive committee 
in 2006, and immediately assumed 

the position of deputy chairman. 
He and his wife have taken care 
of the many social projects in par-
ticular from the outset, with both 
of them often even using private 
travel to gain a first-hand impres-
sion of Primavera’s effectiveness. 
Mr. Schwarz has also acted as the 
face of the association at many 
events, presenting Primavera’s  
vision in person and appealing for 
donations. The top priority for both 
was always the well-being of the 
children and young people. It  
therefore only seems logical that 
both were also personally involved 
in Primavera’s continuing develop-
ment. I would like to thank them 
both profusely for their outstanding 
hard work on the executive com-
mittee, and hope that they will  
both maintain very close links with  
Primavera.

Wolfram Anders, Ingo Renden-
bach, and Mueller-Fiedler have 
now been appointed to the executi-
ve committee. I am very much loo-
king forward to this smooth transi-
tion. With these changes, not only 
are we ensuring continuity but we 
are also reinforcing the member-
ship of the executive committee in 
order to be even better prepared 
for further growth. This means that 
Primavera’s development can con-
tinue at full steam. The wide varie-
ty of articles that follow will provide 
impressive proof that this is indeed 

the case. The sustainability and  
effectiveness of the donations we 
receive in social projects is very 
important to us, and this also  
applies to the donations that,  
as an exception, were made to  
refugee relief in Germany in 2016. 
On the other hand, we also make  
a targeted effort to launch new  
social projects in order to increase 
the number of children we help. In 
2017, this was a project in Vietnam 
that was launched as part of the 
CSR activities at Bosch’s facility in 
Ho Chi Minh City.  

But why don’t you see for yourself 
Primavera’s dynamic development 
in the pages that follow, with which 
we are bringing smiles to the faces 
of children and young people, and 
preparing them for their future!

Sincerely, Christoph Kübel
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Report by the executive committee

Roland Müller-Fiedler  
has been a member of Primavera 
for many years. His main motive 
for getting more personally 
involved was that many children 
do not have the same opportunity 
to be swathed in security and 
prosperity as his children and 
grandchildren. Mr. Mueller-Fiedler 
will assume the function of secre-
tary, and be responsible for direct 
contact with all Primavera mem-
bers.

Wolfram Anders 
has been a member of Primavera 
for many years, and has been 
working in his current position for 
Bosch in Brazil for several years, 
putting him “on location” and near 
the social projects that Primavera 
supports. That is why he has 
visited many Primavera projects  
in Brazil and Peru, and even 
initiated a new one in Paraguay. It 
therefore stands to reason for Mr. 
Anders to be the executive com-
mittee member responsible for 
social projects in Latin America.

Ingo Rendenbach  
has also been a familiar face at 
Primavera for many years. He has 
regularly visited social projects in 
Romania since 2012, and has 
been a dedicated accounts auditor 
since 2014. He has been impres- 
sed from the start by Primavera’s 
team spirit, and he would also like 
to be more involved in social 
initiatives. Mr. Rendenbach will 
also be supporting social projects.

At this juncture, I would like to briefly introduce our new colleagues on Primavera’s executive committee:

Their personal dedication and  
active involvement have shaped 
the volunteer work. Gabriele  
Geisbauer and Helmut Schwarz 
are to cease working for the  
association after many years on 
Primavera’s executive committee. 
In an interview they review what 
they have achieved and take an 
optimistic look at the future.

How did you both get involved 
with Primavera? 
H. Schwarz: It was the end of  
the 1990s at a summer party at 
Bosch’s Haus Heidehof when  
I first came into contact with  
Primavera, and I got to know a 
number of projects first-hand du-
ring my time in Brazil. It quickly  
became clear to me that I wanted 

to help children in need after I  
retired and returned to Germany.  
I contacted Ms.Waas-Frey, who 
was chairwoman at the time, and 
in 2006 I was voted deputy chair-
man. From then on, I supported 
most of the projects directly.

Interview with G. Geisbauer and H. Schwarz
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G. Geisbauer: It was Ms.  
Waas-Frey who asked me  
to set up a membership and  
donation file in 1994. That was  
a genuinely interesting task  
that came out of the blue. Both  
the volume and the handling  
of various processes have chan-
ged significantly since then.

What motivated you to get invol-
ved with Primavera?  
H. Schwarz: I have been very  
lucky and have been able to lead  
a fulfilling life. I wanted to give 
some of that back to society, 
and I was always impressed by 
Primavera’s philosophy of suppor-
ting children and young people 
in the poorest sections of socie-
ty through education and training, 
and freeing them from a life of  
poverty, crime, drugs, and so on. 
Instead of just donating, I also 
wanted to get personally involved.

 

G. Geisbauer: Primavera’s phi-
losophy of helping children and 
young people escape the cycle  
of suffering and lead indepen- 
dent lives in the long term through 
academic and vocational training 
was also key and motivational for 
me. I was also always motivated 
by the constructive work within  
the executive committee. 

Are there any moments that 
made a particular impression 
on you?
H. Schwarz: My wife and I  
visited many projects in South 
America and Asia while trave- 
ling privately that were later  
supported by Primavera. One  
thing that has left a particularly 
profound impression on me is  
seeing the way Primavera’s sup-
port helps children, who would 
otherwise be living destitute on  
the streets, providing them me- 
dical care, pastoral support, and  
assistance with their schooling. 
 

G. Geisbauer: There have been  
a lot of special moments for me 
during the past years, such as the 
fabulous garden parties in the park 
of Bosch’s Haus Heidehof, fantas-
tic benefit concerts, and not for-
getting Primavera’s “25th birthday 
party”. Those were always very 
special moments for me because 
they gave friends and supporters 
the opportunity to meet and enjoy 
each other’s company.

What are your hopes for 
Primavera’s future?
H. Schwarz: I take a very optimi-
stic view of the future, because 
Primavera e.V. is much more well-
known these days than it was ten 
years ago. There are a lot of ac-
tive supporters, and young peo-
ple around the world are highly 
committed. New ideas are leading 
to increased donations and new 
members, and raising the profile  
of Primavera.

G. Geisbauer: I hope that, with 
Primavera’s involvement, as many 
children as possible will be given 
the chance to live an independent 
life.
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New management, fresh ideas, and further progress 
Project Pestalozzi in Campinas, Brazil

Antiopy Lyroudias Garbade and her husband, and 
Rafaella Bensuaski from Instituto Robert Bosch, have 
been managing and supporting Project Pestalozzi  
locally for many years. Ms. Garbade only recently  
visited Project Pestalozzi again. The aid project  
is one of the oldest in Campinas, and has been  
supported by Primavera since 2000. 

There are currently 120 children and young people 
from socially disadvantaged families receiving support 
there. They are assisted by specialist educationalists, 
psychotherapists, and neurophysiologists. These  
experts work closely with local schools and social  
services providers, and the parents are also involved 
in the various measures.  

The focus of all measures is on the children and 
young people, and the development, cultivation,  
and reinforcement of their personalities. Garbade  
expresses it in a nutshell: “The financial support from 
Primavera is very important. And every euro donated 
is well invested.”

There was a change in management in 2017. The  
project is now being led by Carola Sellin Sandroni and 
the President Daniel Leon Keledi (a lawyer). Together 
with the advisory committee, they have defined new 
objectives, incorporated additional therapies into the 
program, and restructured administration in order to 
improve efficiency. 
 

Some construction work was also carried out. The 
wing with the common rooms, for example, has been 
remodeled (to provide access to wheelchair users), 
refurbished, and repainted to make it more friendly. 
A new palette of colors provides both inspiration and 
guidance to the children and young adults. The green 
room, for example, stands for nature, the yellow one 
for logic and arithmetic, etc. This forms part of the  
active work with the children aimed at promoting  
and developing all the senses – fully in keeping with 
Edward Gardner’s “multiple intelligences” method.  
Primavera will continue to keep you up-to-date and 
report promptly on progress.
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Where are you supposed to go if nobody wants you? 
This question is by no means a rhetorical one for the 
residents of the orphanages of northern Thailand. 
They are forced to leave when they turn 15. With no 
family, money, or school qualifications, the prospects 
look dire and often end on the streets, with drugs,  
violence, and prostitution. Dominique Leutwiler 
wants to prevent this, and since 2015 has enabled 
more than 40 teenagers to complete their schooling 
while all living together in the Skills for Life House, 
with support from Primavera. 

But this is not enough. As the name reveals, in  
addition to school, other skills are also promoted 
in order to make it easier to find work. A dedicated 
bakery, café, and workshop have even been built to 
allow the young people to demonstrate their practi-
cal skills and gain initial work experience. The child-
ren are highly motivated and study hard, as a result 
of which the first of them have now even been ac-
cepted for third-level education courses at university. 
This boosts everyone’s motivation to keep working 
toward their goals. Because education means hope 
for a better life.

Also benefiting from similar confidence-building, 95 
children and young people are receiving Hand to 
Hand support. Margaret Grainger would like to give 
grants to help the children from the slums of Pattaya 
near the capital city of Bangkok to buy school books 
and uniforms in order to make education accessible 
to them. In the interest of sustainability, the children 
are then supported for an extended period of time in 
order to allow them to complete their schooling.

The first success stories are already in: last year, a 
student completed her pharmacy degree and is now 
working at a local hospital. This job not only helps 
her to achieve a better standard of living for herself 
but also for her entire family. Her younger brother in 
particular is now even more motivated to do well at 
school. 
 

“I am also particularly happy when the older students 
come back to us in the vacation period and volunteer 
to support the younger ones. They want to give some-
thing back in order to express their gratitude. For me, 
that is the greatest indicator of success, and it makes 
me very happy,” founder Margaret Grainger says.

Hope for a better life
The first success stories are coming true: “Skills for Life” and “Hand to Hand” 
foundations give young Thais prospects for the future 
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The association Verein zur Förderung von Integrations-
projekten Weinstadt e.V. was founded and granted  
charity status in 2016. Since then it has been working 
closely with Freundeskreis Asyl Weinstadt, and  
ensuring that individual projects are implemented as 
efficiently as possible.
 
The association set itself the goal of creating a venue 
for encounters between people with migration back-
grounds and locals in order to make it easier for them 
to enter into dialog and to give migrants the opportuni-
ty to actively participate in various activities. A dona- 
tion amounting to 10,000 euros allowed the idea for 
this meeting place – the Integration House – to be  
turned into a reality.

In consultation with the municipal council for the town 
of Weinstadt, the decision was made to hire the former 
club house of Großheppach Sports Club for a number 
of years (with an option to extend). But extensive con-

version and renovation work was required before this 
could happen. Migrants with relevant skills were able 
to help out with this work – for example removing old 
furniture and equipment, and restoring 50 chairs and 
a long bench. The conversion of the kitchen has also 
been completed, and it can now be used in full.  
Further renovations and repairs are planned for this 
year. Next, volunteers and refugees plan to repaint the 
interior walls and windows. 
 
The association can look back on a year of successful 
integration work in 2017. A number of events and  
a wide range of activities for young and old brought  
refugees and citizens together, and enabled them to 
get to know each other and their different cultures –  
for example at the Sugar Festival, the Harvest Festival, 
and an international games festival. Numerous work-
shops relating to the integration of refugees met with  
a great response and keen involvement. Similar events 
and new ideas are also planned for 2018. 

Primavera refugee relief
In this edition of Primavera News we would once again like to report on other aid projects that were implemented 
in 2016 with the support of Robert Bosch GmbH and Primavera, and that are still running.

A place for people with a migration background to meet 
The Integration House in Großheppach 
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“Reading” with our ears 
Refugee children explore the world of books

 The Stuttgart, Home of Reading – Reading Aloud for 
Refugee Children project was launched in 2015 by the 
Leseohren e.V. Association and Stuttgart Municipal 
Library. It is supported by both Robert Bosch Founda-
tion and Primavera e.V. as part of its relief efforts for 
refugees. 
The aim of the project is to promote the language 
skills of refugee children through reading aloud,  
listening, games, painting, and singing – all in a  
consciously relaxed and cozy atmosphere. 

Every two weeks, 25 pre-school and elementary 
school-aged children are collected with the bus  
and brought, together with a number of reading  
mentors, to the Home of Reading at the Municipal  
Library, where books, pictures, puzzles, and pain- 
ting supplies have been prepared for the children. 
They first sit together and massage their ears with 
their hands in order to “make them bigger” in prep-
aration for listening attentively. Later, they withdraw 
to a “reading island” with a reading mentor of their 
choice. The groups are sometimes particularly  
small because attention is given to fostering a cer- 
tain closeness between the mentors and the little 
ones. The rule of thumb is therefore: only ever as 
many as can fit on one person’s lap. 
Books and pictures are then looked at in detail,  
passages are read out, word games are played,  

and music is 
used to convey 
the sound of the 
German language. 
This approach 
boosts the 
children’s 
language skills.

The guests clearly enjoy these afternoons, and they 
enjoy spending time with the others. At the end of the 
session, the group comes together again to say fare-
well with song and movement. They then walk to the 
bus together, and leave the children’s library holding 
hands.

Primavera’s donation of 15,200 euros allowed more 
than 20 volunteers to attend workshops and courses 
on reading with refugee children in 2017. Additional 
reading meetings have been organized in this library 
and five others, three hostels, and a parish hall. The 
project reached 2,232 children and parents through a 
total of 150 sessions. 

This is a valuable foundation for the integration of  
refugee children and their families. The program is  
therefore being expanded to include new target 
groups and also facilitate language development for 
children with special needs. 
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This year, the Bosch theater group chose “The 39 
Steps” based on the novel by John Buchan and the 
film by Alfred Hitchcock from 1935 for a guest perfor-
mance tour. 
A chance encounter proves a tourist’s undoing. 
Through no fault of his own, he is forced to embark  
on an odyssey as he is pursued across the United 
Kingdom. Directed by Vivian Scheurle, the play is a 
crime story, a thriller, and a comedy.
 
By all accounts, the 150 people who attended the  
premier on February 23, 2018 at the CI-Campus in 
Feuerbach were very enthusiastic, and expressed 
their gratitude to the protagonists through loud  
applause. The exciting evening of theater brought in 
donations totaling 1,235 euros for Primavera.
After a series of performances in the first half of the 
year, additional dates are planned for fall 2018.

Tickets are free – donations are welcome for:  
Primavera e.V. 

The 39 Steps by John Buchan and Alfred Hitchcock 
Thrilling entertainment with the Bosch theater group 

 

Who are the Bosch 
theater group?
Bosch employees from the Stuttgart region 
have rehearsed and acted together as part of 
the Bosch theater group since it was estab-
lished in 1963. With a repertoire ranging from 
sketches to more substantial theater perfor-
mances, the group is increasingly in demand 
to deal with important topics in an amusing 
way on stage.
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The carol concert at the Collegiate Church in Stuttgart 
on December 13, 2017 was particularly special 
because it was the last one of its kind for director  
Ulrich Walldörfer. Ulrich, now 66, took charge of the 
Bosch choir and symphony orchestra in 1983, and 
continued the old tradition into the present day with the 
two groups. The name Ulrich Walldörfer is associated 
with musical delight for thousands of concert-goers.

For his last performance he chose John Rutter’s  
“Magnificat”, which was first performed in 1990. It was 
clear right from the outset that this would be a joyous 
swansong.
The switch between different rhythms in the first  
movement is reminiscent of Leonard Bernstein’s 
“America” from West Side Story, and was a hit with 
the audience. The movements that follow also have 
their own separate characters. They are sometimes 
strident, even a little militaristic, before turning gentle 
again. The work as a whole is characterized by its 
exceptional variety. This allowed Walldörfer to bring 
all the music groups together again in the concert’s 
main piece. The overall impact was bolstered by 120 
singers from Heilbronn Philharmonic Choir. Soprano 
Christine Reber dazzled with a solo performance 

that reached the greatest of vocal heights. Led by Kir-
sten Schatz, the Bosch brass band also gave an im-
pressive interpretation of Rutter’s composition.

Carols were then sung from the four corners of the 
church by 50 children from the junior choir of  
Saliergymnasium high school, Waiblingen. This was 
followed by a glorious Bach prelude (BWV 547) from  
organist Martin Kaleschke. 
All of this made this year’s carol concert particularly 
special and moving.

When the choir, orchestra, and audience all joined  
together for a rendition of “Oh, du fröhliche”, the sor-
row that this was the last carol concert with the great 
Ulrich Walldörfer was tangible. Primavera would like 
to thank Ulrich Walldörfer for all the wonderful concert 
evenings in his company and wish him all the best for 
the future.

The proceeds of 12,662 euros from ticket sales were 
credited to Primavera’s account. 

In 2018, the carol concert will take place on  
December 12, in Bad Cannstatt Municipal Church.

Carol singing 2017
A fantastic concert tinged with sorrow to say goodbye to Ulrich Walldörfer
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2017 was another year that closed with a very good  
donation total of 848,046 euros.

This was largely due to the many benefit events held 
such as the Primavera garden party and carol singing, 
lots of creative ideas like the Primavera cookery book 
and the popular calendar, and countless individual  
donations from loyal donors who have supported us 
for years. 
We would like to thank you all!

A total of 33 projects are being supported and promo-
ted this year. These are a mix of existing projects and 
new ones in the vicinity of Bosch’s facilities around 
the world. 
The number of children and young people supported 
was also calculated for the first time in order to high-
light the reach of the support we provide. Some of the 
figures from previous years are estimated or cumula-
tive over multiple years. We will continue with the  
current procedure and transparency regarding those 
we support.

Mexico

Colombia

Peru

Paraguay

Brazil
Malaysia

India

South Africa

China
Thailand

Cambodia
Vietnam

Philippines

RussiaRomania

You can find an up-to-date overview of aid projects with all details at www.primavera-ev.com

 

When will we be able to welcome Primavera’s 
2,000th member?

Donations still high

The Primavera Community is very popular around  
the world.

Primavera aid to reach almost 15,000 children and young 
people in 2018

Primavera member-
ship now at 1,207

5,800 active users of the  
Primavera Community
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December 3 
Christmas concert 
Bosch Jazz Orchestra
Bosch Albstatt 

December 7 
Christmas concert I 
Bosch Jazz Orchestra
Bosch Haus Heidehof 

December 10 
Christmas concert II 
Bosch Jazz Orchestra 
Bosch Haus Heidehof

December 12 
“Quempas” carol concert 
with the Bosch music groups 
Bad Cannstatt Municipal Church 

Events in 2018
May 9 
Spring concert 
with the Bosch Jazz Orchestra 
Bosch Haus Heidehof 

October 3 
Concert
with the Bosch String Soloists 
Liederhalle Stuttgart 

“The 39 Steps” 
Bosch theater group 
October 13 
Bosch Hallein site 
October 27 
Abstatt Club Center 
November 10 
Bosch Reutlingen plant 

November 30 
Benefit concert 
Bosch Jazz Orchestra 
Bosch Renningen

Roland Müller-Fiedler (secretary)
E-Mail: mueller-fiedler@t-online.de

Translation:
Sergio Laguna
sergio.laguna@laguna.eu.com
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p-itzinger@t-online.de
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