
A salsa dancer’s dream – Jonathan’s story 

This is the story of Jonathan Gonzalez. He grew up in the slums of Cali, an 
industrial center of some 1.3 million inhabitants located approximately 300 
kilometers southwest of Colombia’s capital, Bogotá. Gonzalez’s dream was to go 
to college. However, there were too many obstacles to overcome and he never 
made it. To make ends meet, he performed as a dancer at parties and other 
celebrations in Cali. (In Colombia, the city is known as the center of salsa, a 
mecca for street and dance festivals, and the epicenter of the drug trade.) 

Gonzalez had a natural talent for salsa acrobatics, something he learned at 
dance school. Then, one day, he heard about the Don Bosco Vocational Training 
Center that Bosch supports through funds donated by Primavera. There he 
would have the chance to be trained as a heating engineer and learn how to 
service and repair gas heaters. It represented a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
for him. He regularly attended classes at the school for one year, during which 
time he learned about the latest technologies. Gonzalez was lucky. He found a 
job after completing his occupational training. Not only that, he also had the 
chance to make a long-time dream come true. Now on a solid financial footing, 
he could study engineering, something he had wanted to do for some time. 

Young people like Gonzalez who grew up in the slums of Cali all have their own 
ambitions and dreams. Oftentimes these dreams end on the streets amid the 
daily struggle to survive. Most of the youngsters do not have the chance to learn 
a profession. Social problems, crime, drug trafficking, and prostitution are part 
of everyday life in the city. To help change this situation, the Don Bosco project 
was launched in 1982. Its mission was to get young people off the street and, 
more importantly, place them in occupational training programs. 
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The nice, well-appointed classrooms feature the latest machines and equipment. 
On the large campus, you can find workshops, classrooms, a kitchen, along with 
dormitories where the young students are housed in a supervised facility. The 
training programs, each with space for 45, last anywhere from six to nine 
months. They are also certified by the Colombian Ministry of Education. 

For two years Bosch associates working at the Don Bosco Vocational Training 
Center have been organizing courses in heating and air conditioning technology, 
hydraulic and pneumatic systems, as well as automotive and precision 
engineering. This has all been made possible by donations from Primavera. 
Andrea Fernandez is one of them. She has been working for five years in the 
administrative offices at Bosch’s Colombian subsidiary and volunteers her time 
to the project. “My goal is to help young people work out any problems they 
may be having and make something out of themselves,” she says. 

Fernandez organizes the seminars and manages the funds. Once the young 
people have completed their occupational training, she also helps them to find a 
job or set up in business for themselves. “My hope is that they can find steady 
employment and lead an independent life.” Like Jonathan Gonzalez has done. 

Edivaldo dos Santos, who heads the Colombian subsidiary, considers 
involvement in the project as a duty and an obligation. “For RBCO,” dos Santos 
says, “demonstrating corporate social responsibility is an absolute must in a 
country where more than one-third of the population lives in poverty.” He also 
wants to use the project to raise the profile of Bosch and its innovative technical 
products in Colombia. “That is another way to improve people’s quality of life.” 
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